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Ref: SHWM-ER

MEMORANDIIM

TO:

From:

REGION VII]
999 18th STREET - SUTTE 500

DENVER, COLORADO A0202-2466

/ ^ lq(7\Jct,. lvst't)

Addressees (Below)

PeEe Stevenson, OS

Co. Water Conservancv DisErict
Reclamat.ion

Emergency Re

Subject: Leeds Silve e !1ero worK

The Bureau of Reclamation will be conducLing field work for
the Value Engineering, ConsolidaE,ion, and Dewat.ering Work Pl,an at,
the Lreeds Silver Site during the week of 'January 10, L994. This
investigaEion wilt help determj-ne if the EPA Superfund Removal
Program will undertake clean-up activities at t,he site, and the
extent and tlpe of such potential acEiviLies. If you would like
a copy of t,he Work Plan, please call me aE (303) 293-L723.

EPA anE,icipates that 5M Inc. will be on-site to discuss
t.heir concerns and position, so iE. might, be beneficial if State
of Utah Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Quality
represenE,aE.ives, as well as Bureau of L,and Management
represent,at,ives, were on site at, t,hat t.ime to hear what 5M, Inc.
has Eo say. They indicated to Jim Rhodes t.hat. they consider
t,hemselves to be an active mining company and t.hat Ehey stiII
have interests in the ore (?) on-sit.e.

I don't have any specific mobilizat.ion or meeting time yeE,
but would anticipate mobilizing to the site on Monday, wiE,h
perhaps a Tuesday morning stand-up meet,j-ng at the sitse. I will
notify you when we have more specific tj.mes and dates.

Addressees:
'Jim Rhodes, EPA
Iruke Chavez, EPA
.Jason Knowlton, UDERR
Wayne Thomas, ITDEQ St. George
D. llalme Hedberg, ITDOGM
Chris Rohrer, UDOGM
Morgan Jensen, Washingt,on
Clark Whitlock, Bureau of
Larry Gore, BLM
Craig Zufelt, BI-.,M
Barb Schmalz, USDOI
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Michael O. Leavitt
Covernor

Ted Steu,srt
Executivc Director

Jame6 W. Cart€r
Division Directot

statf?rutah
DEPARTMENT OF NATTJRAL RESOURCES
DIVISION OF OIL, GAS AND MINING
355 Wesl Norlh Temple

3 Triad Cenrer, Suit€ 350
salr Lake ciry, utah a418o-12o3

801-538-5340

801-359-3940 (Fax)

801-538-5319 (TDD)

November 19, 1993

John C. Willie
Washington County Commission
197 East Tabernacle
St. George, Utah A477O

Re: Silver Reef Proiect AMR/Os3/903/L

Dear Mr. Willie:

Thank you for your letter of November 3, 1993. We
appreciate your strong expression of concern and your inquiry
into the Division's activities in the area. Your letter reminds
us that although we are actively working on this site, we have
not recentLy briefed all local parties.

As you may know, the Division of oil, Gas and Mining holds a
lirnited reclamation bond through the Division's Minerals
Regulatory Program (MRP) for part of the area which was mined by
the 5M corporation until 1984. In 1988, Mr. June Forslra, a
nearby resident, contacted our Abandoned Mine Recl-amation Program
(AURP). As a result, the AIIRP posted 15 rrOpen Shafttr warning
signs at all road entries onto the nined area and held public
meetings in the Wells Fargo Building in April and May of 1989.
From 1989 to 1991, AMRP staff spent weeks in the field
inventorying the rnine openings. The survey, which is about 90?
complete, catalogued 186 mine openings, and projected as many as
250 within the targeted area. of these, 408 are shafts, 35? are
adits, and 25? are inclined openings and stopes. The A}IRP
reconmends that two thirds of these require some hazard abatement
at an estinated cost of 9500,000.

In 1992, both the MRP and the AMRP hlere rnoving forward with
plans for reclamation and hazard abatement when it was learned
that the EPA had declared the Silver Reef area a hazardous waste
study site. EPA has so far declined to specify the boundaries of
the study site on a map of the area. The declaration halted the
reclamation planning of both programs, as the AMRP is legally
barred from funding reclamation on such study sites.
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Page 2
John C. willie
November 19, l-993

The EPA released the results of their study in July 1993,
and rneetings discussing the study were attended by both AMRP and
l.[RP staff. Although the EPA still has not delineated boundaries
of its area of concern, the MRP and AMRP staff now believe that
the Statets areas of concern should likely not overlap with those
in which the EPA is interested. The Division decided in Auqust,
L993, that reclarnation planning by both programs could continue.

At present, reclamation is targeted for fal1, L994. Aerial
photography, mapping for engineering quantities and cultural
resource surveys are in various stages of development and
execution. The expenditure of federal abandoned mine dollars on
the site requires cornpleting the National Environmental Policy
Act process and a significant lead tine is required. we regret
that jurisdictional complications have delayed the process.

We share your view that this site is in need of reclamation.
No one wants an accident to occur. We would urge you to stress
to area residents that they keep away from the area and that they
go out of their way to keep their guests and children from
recreating there. The mine workings are in unconsolidated
colluviurn and a shaft edge can give way easily. Also, it is good
to point out to nearby residents that, while some of the land is
public dornai-n, it is intermixed with private property.
Unauthorized access is trespassing.

Should you require further information, or would like
someone to address the Conrmission, please contact wayne Hedberg'
Itlanager of the uRP, or l{ary Ann lrlright, Adurinistrator of the
Al,tRP. Please feel free to contact then directly.

N: si lverreefcocdm. I tr
naH/jm

Very truly you_rs,



WASH/]VGTON COUNTY
197 Eost Tafurnacle . St. Ceorge, Utah 84770

FAXNo. (801)6345718
November 3. 1993
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CUNTON D. PERKINS
County Assessor

ERIC A. LUDLOW
Countg Attorney

E. ROYDEN CHRISTIAN
County ClerVAudttor

RUSSELL SHIRTS
County Recorder

GLENWOOD HUMPHRIES
County Sher$f

AUS M. RTrZ
County Treasurer

GAYLE M. ALDRED
Cholrmon

JERRY B. LEWIS
RUSSELL J. GALUAN

Jo
for the

Department of Oi-l, Gas, and Mining
3 Triad Center, Suite 350
Salt Lake City, Utah

Gentlemen:

The Washj-ngton County Commission recently had several resj-dents
of the Silver Va11ey Estates area of l{ashington County rneet with
them in regular Commission meeting. The concern expressed was
rela.tive to open and unsafe mine shafts in the Silver Reef area
of the County. This area is presently under the jurlsdiction
of the 5-M Corporation. Mining has taken place around Silver
Reef for many generations. However, in connect j-on wi-th this
there are also many open shafts that have never been covered
and which are, apparently, creating a concern on the part of
adjacent property owners,

Any encouragement that your office, or,
Government dealing with this problem, if
to bear on the developers and owners of
the safety of people in the area, would

Sincerely,

another office of State 
^ l9f

appropriate, could bring 
D"Lf 'lthe property to insure ., l-te appr-eciaied rlq I

/' rP'

Wil1ie
Washington County Commj-ssion
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c. c. County Commission
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I $t;rt * i:f i :;r;:
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
DIVISION OF OIL, GAS AND MIN]NG

355 west No.lh Temple

3 Tr ad Center Surte 350

Sall Lake Crly Urah 84180 I203

80r -538-5340

Minerals Reclarnation and Developrnent Program

(801) 538-5340
( 801) 359-3940

Norman H. Bangerter
G.rcrn r

Dee C Hansen
Executiw Dire.ror

Dranne R Nielson. Ph D
I)'vieon t)inrm!

TO:

1-'
Date : uiz+.2.---.ri-,- /4 , /tta.z-
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Number of Pages Including This Cover Sheet: / /

Phone: (

FROM:

Phone:

SUBJECT:

REMARKS:

Should you
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an equar opponunrty emptoyer

encounter any
CI.I I

problerns with this copy, or do not receive
the pages, please call


